
APPENDIX THREE 

PASI OPUS 14 PIPE SCALES 

 The scale of a pipe commonly refers to the ratio of the pipe length to its 

diameter, a dimension that factors prominently in determining the basic timbre of a 

given pipe.  However, several other physical characteristics also help to shape the 

distinctive tone of a pipe, such as the thickness and angle of the languid, the width 

and height (“cut-up”) of the pipe mouth, and the material out of which the pipe is 

made.  Certain kinds of pipes may have distinctive architectural features such as 

chimneys (i.e. the Rohrflöte) or roller beards mounted in front of the pipe mouth (e.g. 

the Gamba).  Reed pipes are distinguished by style of shallot, thickness of the tongue 

(reed) and by a variety of resonator shapes and dimensions. 
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